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SUB J : TERRORISM: ATTEMPT ON LIFE OF CUBAN CONSUL IN MERIDA 

1 . LATE IN THE AFTERNOON ON FRIDAY, JULY 23, 1976, THREE MEN 
ATTEMPTED TO KIDNAP OR KILL THE CUBAN CONSUL IN MERIDA, 

DANIEL FERRER FERNANDEZ. THE CONSUL ESCAPED INTO A BAR, BUT 
HIS COMPANION, ARTAGNAN DIAZ Y DIAZ, WAS SHOT TO DEATH. DIAZ 
WAS A CUBAN FISHING TECHNICIAN WORKING AT CIUDAD DEL CARMEN, 
CAMPECHE. THE MEN ESCAPED IN A RENTAL CAR. 

2. IN THE MANHUNT THAT FOLLOWED. THE STATE JUDICIAL POLICE 
QUICKLY PICKED-UP AT THE AIRPORT A MAN FIRST IDENTIFIED AS 
MANUEL ALLEN, JR. ALLEGEDLY AN AMERICAN CITIZEN. IT LATER 
TURNED OUT ALLEN WAS REALLY ORESTES RUIZ HERNANDEZ, A CUBAN 
REFUGEE RESIDENT IN MIAMI AND REPORTEDLY NOT AN AMERICAN 
CITIZEN. 

3. RUIZ. UNDER QUESTIONING BY THE POLICE, QUICKLY IDENTIFIED 
THE OTHERS AS BEING GASPAR EUGENIO JIMENEZ AND GUSTAVO 
"TAVITO" CASTILLO OF THE FRENTE DE LIBERACION NACIONAL CUBANO, 
A MIAMI BASED ANTI-CASTRO ORGANIZATION. 

4. ON SATURDAY, JULY 24, 1976, RUIZ WAS TRANSFERRED TO FEDERAL 
AUTHORITIES AND MOVED TO MEXICO CITY. 
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5. NEWSPAPERS NOW REPORT JIMENEZ WAS CAPTURED IN MEXICO CITY 
WHILE CASTILLO APPARENTLY STILL IS AT LARGE IN THE MERIDA 
AREA. THE CITIZENSHIP OF JIMENEZ AND CASTILLO IS UNKNOWN TO 
THE CONSULATE, BUT ARE REPORTED IN THE PRESS TO BE CUBAN 
REFUGEES RESIDENT IN MIAMI. 

6. ACCORDING TO SEVERAL NEWSPAPERS REPORTS THIS WAS TO BE 
THE FIRST ATTACK BY THIS ORGANIZATION IN A CONCERTED CAMPAIGN 

AGAINST CUBAN DIPLOMATS THROUGHOUT THE WORLD. 
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